St Michael’s Sheerwater News June 2025
1. Weekly Activities. Our Pop up Café is still well attended and welcomed by the families who attend. They enjoy crafts, games, activities and refreshments. This term we are being joined by a Tai Chi instructor who will be doing a short exercise session with the children. This is thanks to Mascots funding from Sport England to run fitness sessions in Maybury and Sheerwater.
a. A time of sharing was with our Pop up Café Families when we celebrated EID and Easter with crafts and food (prepared by our families). This is always a lovely time and a great opportunity for us to share our faiths and cultures together.
2. Weekly Activities. Tots Praise numbers vary week by week but is still a fun session for all. We are grateful for the support of all our volunteers who come along each week to both these sessions. This also allows us to run sessions during the holidays.
3. Weekly Activities. Community Lunch is held on the 4th Sunday of each month, when we welcome young and old to a 2 course lunch. Our numbers have grown this past year with some weeks serving over 40 dinners. 
4. Easter Activities and Pop up Cafe
a. We welcomed the families from the Community, Pop up Café and our Tots Praise to crafts and lunch on Maundy Thursday; we did Easter Crafts, games and told the Easter Story around the Easter Garden which we made together. It was a lovely afternoon, sharing Easter activities together. 
5. Community and Families Worker We are blessed to have our Community and Families Worker Gracie Luke. Gracie joined us in April 24 to continue with our outreach work with the families at Pop up Café, Tots Praise and the Monthly craft sessions, as well as supporting with school assemblies, and within the wider community together with our community partners. Funding from churches like ours has enabled her to be employed part-time
6. Asda Community Grant As a church we were nominated as part of Asda’s 60th birthday celebrations, for what we do in the Community, for a grant to help continue the work we are doing with Pop up Café, Tots Praise, Community Lunch etc. Faye the Community Champion from Asda Sheerwater came to visit Pop up Café and awarded us £1000 cheque.
7. Prayer Walks around Sheerwater. On the first Wednesday of each month at 12noon, the 30/45-minute  prayer walk begins at church going to various locations; Schools, Doctors surgery, Shopwise, local shops, Mascot and Community Centre.  We never know who we are going to see/meet along the way. This also gives us the opportunity to see the progress of the ongoing work of the Regeneration.  All are welcome to join the walk. If you require further information please contact the church office. It would be lovely if you would like to join us.
8. Where are we at with the Building: We are still awaiting from Your Fund Surrey how we move forward with a revised application. We have now split the works into 2 sections, so now only focusing on applying for a smaller grant for the extension. We are hoping a decision will be made soon.
9. Prayers 
a. Please continue to pray as the team at YourFund Surrey continue with discussions on our application.
b. Families that attend our COW (Church on a Wednesday), Pop up café, Tots Praise and Community Lunch who we reach during the week.
c. Our work with schools as we begin to explore expanding our work with Broadmere Primary by introducing Open the Book assemblies and our Afterschool drop in/Homework Club with the Secondary School children.
d. For the wider community during this time of change due to the regeneration, both local schools as they begin to be introduced to new Head Teachers who will join them in September.

